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Examiner is referring to in section 3 should be "the Appeal Brief flied in January", not 
the Appeal Brief (Substitute) filed by fax on Feb 19, 2003" as the latter has no 
argument as to patentability of those limitations of the claim 1 in the Appeal 
Appendix. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to clarify this because a US court may 
determine scope of claims basing on applicant's argument successfully in overcoming 
a rejection, when considering infiingemenl case. 

Submitted herewith is a sheet of drawing for FIG 1 & 2, as required by the 
Examiner in P.4, section 9 & 10. T hereby state that the FIG 1 & 2 submitted are the 
same as those of the parent application 08/SS7,448 and no new matter is introduced 
thereby into the present application. 

Respectfully submitted. 
Ho Keung, Tse. 
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Statui of Claima : 

22 claims are presented. Claims 1, 7, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 21, 22 are 
independent. 

Claims 2, 4-6 depends directly or indirectly on independent claim 1 . 
Claims 8, 9 depend directly on independent claim 7. 
Claims 3, 13, 17 depend directly on independent claim 12. 
Claim IS depends directly on independent claim 14. 
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Amendmenti to Description: 

In the description, P.7, item 4, second paragraph, lines 4-6 that "In the 
initialization process, the central program sends to the central computer, as mentioned 
herein above in item 2, an unencrypted identity of the rightful user of the central 
program", the term "unencrypted" therein is a typographical error and the correct 
term should be "encrypted". 

Evidence can be found in item 2 of the description(P.S), it is disclosed a 
"Sub-program for providing an Encrypted Identity (El sub-program)", in which 
unencrypted identity or its equivalent is not being mentioned. 
The replacement paragraph is as follows : 

Specifically, v/hen the central program is being installed in a harddisk of a user 
computer and executed, it will check an encrypted status Information stored in itself 
and from which it knows this is the first time it being executed and will cause an 
initialization process to take place. In the initialization process, the central program 
sends to the central computer, as mentioned herein above in item 2, an unencry p ted 
encrypted identity of the rightful user of the central program, then the AC 
sub-program requests for an encrypted command fix>m the central computer which 
will provide such an encrypted command, in the manner as described herein above in 
item 3i, if the rightful user has a valid account which is not closed. 
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Amendments to Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended) A method for protecting publicly distributed 
software from unauthorised use, comprising the steps of: 

determining if identity m e ans/ infomnatlon, is existing in a processing 
apparatus ; 

using a fav o u r ab le positive result of said detemnination as a pre-condition 
for causing said processing apparatus to provide user access to said software 
desired to be protected ; 



said identity m e ans/ information, if so existing, being capable of being 
used in enabling electronic commerce operation(8) for which rightful user(s) of 
said software desired to be protected has to be responsible ; 

access to said software desired to be protected is being provided without 
causing a said operation being perfomned and said identity me a n s/ 
information being specific to said rightful user(s) ti nd s ai d s oft wa r e d e s ire d to 
b e p rot e ct e d b ei n g li c en s e d to sa i d r i ghtfu l U9 e r(3) . 



wherein : 
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Claim 2 (currently amended) A method for protecting software from 
unauthorised use . as claimed in claim 1 . wherein further comprising the steps 
of: 

authenticating said identity -meeww/- Infonmation ; 

detemiining said identity me a ns/ - information as existing, if th e re su lt e f so l d 
a ut he nt i ca tion I s favou rable said identity information being authentic and as 
not existing If otherwise . 



Claim jf (cun^entiy amended) A method for protecting software from 
unauthorised use , as claimed in claim ^wherein said software desired to be 
protected being first software used on said processing apparatus for 
determining third information related to hardware and/or software of said 
processing apparatus ; 

wherein further comprising second software for, when being executed, 
authenticating the identity of the computer on which said second software runs 
as being said processing apparatus, basing on at least a part of said third 
information; 

and for providing user access to third software if sai d aut hen tication resu l t i s 
fav o u r a b l e said computer has an authentic identity . 
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Claim j( (currently amended) A method for protecting software from 
unauthorised use , as claimed in claim 1, wherein said operation being 
operation related to making payment from an account of said rightful user(s) , 
for obtaining a service/product . 



Claim Js (previously amended) A method for protecting software from 
unauthorised use , as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said software desired to be 
protected comprises a plurality of protected programs; each of said protected 
programs having validity information in a first predetermined location therein 
for indicating a valid identity of its rightful user exists in a second 
predetermined location therein , and an encrypted identity of its rightful user 
therein; and each of said protected programs, when being executed, will fail to 
operate if said validity information therein being altered, or said identity therein 
and the decryption result of said encrypted identity therein being inconsistent. 
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Claim ^ (currently amended) A method for protecting software from 




I 



unauthorised use, as claimed in claim wherein further com prising the steps 
of: 

sa i d p r ocess ing appara t us hav i ng storing an encrypted identity of Us rig h tfu l a 
user ip said processing apparatus ; and if -one all of said protected programs 
stored in said processing apparatus has a valid user identity which being net 
consistent with the decryption result of said stored encrypted identity e f sa i d 
p r oc e ssi ng appa r atu s, penmittino use of said protected programs w ill ne t be 
pe rm i tt e d and w ill b e per m i t te d not permitting if otherwise . 



Claim / (cun-ently amended) A computer software product for protecting 
software publicly and Individually distributed against unauthorised use ; 
said software pn>duct comprising : 

identity program code for enabling electronic commerce operation(s) for 
which rightful user(s) of said software desired to be protected has to be 
responsible ; 

authorising software effectively under the control of said rightful user(s) for, 
when executed, providing user access to said software desired to be protected, 
without causing a said operation being performed ; 
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a computer readable madlum having said identity program code and said 
authorising software ; 



said identity program code and said authorising software are conta in e d 
stored in said s oft wa re p r oduct medium in such a manner that said authorising 
software is prevented from being copied therefrom individually; and 

the improvement resides in said protection basing on no hardware 
and/or software specific to said rightful U8er(s) other than said Identity program 
code and said identity program code being specific to said rightful user(s) . 

a n d said Identity pr o g ram code a nd ao i d auth ori s ing s o f t wa re e x i st in g in a 
c omp ute r re a d a ble me dium . 



Claim (previously amended) A computer software pnaduct as claimed in 
claim. 7 wherein said operation being operation related to making payment 
from an account of said rightful user(s) . 



Claim ^(currently amended) A computer software product as claimed in claim 
/, wherein said authorising software contains said identity pnagram code 
therein a nd sa i d co m puter re ada ble m e d i um be i ng d at a s i gna l embodi e d in a 
car rier wav e. 



wherein : 



^ 
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Claim .1/ (currently amended) A computer software product for protecting 
other software against unauthorised use , comprising : 

authorising program for, when being executed on a orocessino apparatus , 
providing user access to said software desired to be protected ; 

a computer readable medium having said authorising program ; 



infonmation specific to rightful user(s) of said software desired to be 
protected, exists in said authorising program as a part thereof ; 

said existing information being capable of being used in enabling 
electronic commerce operation(s) for which said rightful user(s) has to be 
responsible, but not being usable by said processing apparatus for said 
electronic commerce purpose, when said authorising program being loaded on 
said processing apparatus as a part thereof, and access to said software 
desired to be protected is being provided without causing a said operation 
being perfonned. 

sa id autho r i si ng p rogr a m e xisting in a co m put er re adab le m e di u m 



Claim vr (currently amended) A computer software product as claimed in claim 
■\JS, wherein said operation being operation related to making payment from an 
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account of said rightful U8er(8) an d aa i d a omp uter re ada b l e m edi um be in g data 
si gn a l embo die d I n a ean rier wave. 



Claim 12^(currently amended) A method for protecting publicly distributed 
software from unauthorised use , comprising the steps of : 

obtaining -a- first infomiatlon from a user of a processing apparatus 
having an identity software / me a n s ; 

using said first information received being correct as a pre-condition for 
causing said processing apparatus to provide user access to said software 
desired to be protected; 



said identity software / me a n s being for providing a second infonmation 
specific to rightful user(s) of said software desired to be protected, if said 
correct first Infonnation is being obtained from a user thereof ; and said second 
information being capable of being used in enabling electronic commerce 
operation(s) for which said rightful user(s) has to be responsible ; 

access to said software desired to be protected is being provided 
without causing a said operation being performed. 



wherein: 
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Claim 13' (previously amended) A method for protecting software from 

ftrO^ 'I 

Uy unauthorised use, as claimed In claim wherein said operation being 

operation related to making payment from an account of said rightful user(s) 
and said first information being a password. 
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Claim 14 (currently amended) A method for protecting publicly distributed 
software from unautliorlsed use , comprising the steps of : 

authenticating identity information -/me a n s associated with a processing 
apparatus ; 

using a fav o u r ab le positive result of said authentication as a pre-condition 
for causing said processing apparatus to provide user access to said software 
desired to be protected ; 

wherein said identity information - / tn ean s existing in such a manner that 
said identity information / me a n s being capable of being used in enabling 
electronic commerce operation(s) for which rightful user(8) of said software 
desired to be protected has to be responsible ; 

wherein access to said software desired to be protected Is being 
provided without causing a said operation being performed and said Identity 
information /m e a n s being specific to said rightful user(s) an d sa id s oft wa re 
de s ire d to b e pro t e ct e d b ei n g l ice n s ed to sai d righ tfu l ua er ( 3 ) . 

Claim 15 (previously amended) A method for protecting software from 
unauthorised use , as claimed in claim 14, wherein said operation being 
operation related to making payment from an account of said rightful user(s). 
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Claim 16 (currently amended) A method for protecting software from 
unauthorised use , comprising the steps of : 

(a) obtaining by protection software running on a processing apparatus, say, 
first processing apparatus, first infonnation from the user thereof ; 

(b) determining by said protection software, from said processing apparatus 
second Infomnation related to the hardware or/and software thereof for future 
reference in step (c) below, in response to said first information obtained being 
consistent with third information contained In said protection software ; 
thereafter 

(c) authenticating a processing apparatus, say, second processing 
apparatus , basing on at least a part of said second infonmation ; 

(d) using a favou r a ble positive result of said authentication as a pre-condition 
for permitting use of said software desired to be protected on said second 
processing apparatus ; 

wherein said third information being confidential information of a rightful 
user of said software desire to be protected and being necessary for enabling 
electronic commerce tran8action(s) for which said rightful user has to be 
responsible ; and said method is being performed without causing a said 
transaction take place . 
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Claim 17 (previously amended) A method for protecting software from 
unauthorised use, as ciaimed by claim 12, wherein said software desired to be 
protected being purchased commercial software. 




Claim 18 (currently amended) A method for protecting software from 
unauthorised use, by restricting the use thereof to be under control of a single 



person, comprising a sub-method ; said sub-method comprising the steps of : 

(a) establishing a communication between a processing apparatus, say, 
first processing apparatus and a remote electronic transaction system ; 

(b) verifying said person having a valid account, by said remote electronic 
transaction system, basing on authenticated information related to said 
person , said information being obt ai n ed communicated to said remote 
electronic transaction system from said processing apparatus ; 

(c) using a favou ra bl e positive result of said verification as a pre-condition 
for detemiini ng f r om said p ro c e ssin g appa r atus in forn i a tlen re late d t o 
th e ha rd wa re er /a n d s oftw are there of, fo r futu re re f ere n ce i n st ep ( d ) 
b e lo w ; there aft er 

—fd) — aut he nticat i ng — a pro c e ss i n g appa r atus, say, s e con d — p r oc es s ing' 
a pp a r atu s , bas i n g o n a t l e ast a part of sa i d in f or ma tion rel at e d to sai d 
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h ar dwa re or /and a oft war o ; 



^ us in g a favou r ab l e r esu l t of sai d authe n t ic ation ao er- p re- con di t io n f or 



permitting use of said software on said s e co n d fir§l processing 
apparatus , with n o cha r g e'; 

wherein said sub-method a cost is being charged from said account ; 
and thereafter, said sub-method being capable of being used on a processing 
apparatus, sav. -thtrtf second processing apparatus , without re-charging from 
said account said cost . 

Claim 19 (currently amended) A method for protecting software from 
unauthorised use, as claimed by claim 18, wherein no charge by aald software 
c l iaUibutl o n syste m for repeatlng-aHeest said sub-method steps e) to e) . 
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Claim 20 (currently amended) A method for protecting software, p u bli c l y 
d i rtrib u ted thro u g h a eo m m u nt cat t o n a ne two rt t - , for use by a user, from 
unauthorised use ; comprising a sub-method ; 

wherein said sub-method a protection software being used and "the 
presence of identity Information / me a n s in a processing apparatus" is being 
^ij^S^^ \ used In the creation of said pnatection software as st an "installation' 
pre-condition for said protection software to perform In said processing 
apparatus step (a) below ; and said identity information /m e a n a being 
specific to said user and capable of being used in enabling electronic 
commerce operation(s) for which said user has to be responsible ; 
said sub-method comprising the steps of : 

(a) detemnlning by said protection software running on a processing 
apparatus, say, first processing apparatus with said "installation" precondition 
being met, first information related to the hardware or/and software of said first 
processing apparatus, for future reference in step (c) below ; thereafter 

(b) determining from a processing apparatus, say, second processing 
apparatus, second information related to the hardware or/and software thereof; 

(c) detemnining if said second information is consistent with said first 
Information ; 
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(d) using a f a v o u p fl b l e Dosltlve result of said determination of consistence as 
a pre-condition for penmittlng use of said software desired to be protected on 
said second processing apparatus, with said "instaliation" pre-condition not 
being met ; 

thereafter, said sub-method being capable of being used on a 
processing apparatus, say, third processing apparatus, without causing any 
user responsible operatlon(s) being perfomried therefor and with no step 
relating to a new user payment therefor . 
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Claim 21 (currently amended) A method for verifying Identity of a user of a data 
processing apparatus, comprising the steps of : 

«) receiving, by said data processing apparatus, information specific to a 

user and necessary for accessing an account of said user ; 

b) verifying said account being valid, by an electronic transaction system, by 

use of said infomnation received by said data processing apparatus; 

e) using by said data processing apparatus, a fav o u r a bl e BSSilive result of 

said verification as a pre-condition for providing user access to at least a part 

of the functionality of said data processing apparatus ; 

wherein said st e ps a) i o e) ore piethod Is being performed without 
charging said account and said at least a part of functionality being not related 
to said validity status of said account. 



22. (cun-entiy amended) A software product comprising a computer readable 
medium having computer code for causing one or more processing apparatus 
toperfonnthe method of claim 1, 12, 14, 16, 18 ,20 or 21. 
eaid com p u ter ced e e x i sting in a co m put er r e ada b l e m edi u m 
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